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In 1819 he persuaded the Sultan to cede it to Britain,
Europeans had, however, obtained a foothold in Malaya in
the sixteenth century, first the Portuguese at Malacca,
attracted by the spice trade, and later, the Dutch in 1641.
The British did not appear until 1786, when Penang was
ceded by the Sultan of Kedah to the East India Company,
and Malacca later fell to the British in war. In 1826 the
three settlements were pkced under the Government of
India, being transferred to the Colonial Office in 1867.
Later, Cocos and Christmas islands were added, and Labuan
off the coast of Borneo.
In 1874 the state of Perak accepted British protection
and this example was followed by Selangor, Pahang and a
cluster of small states known as Negri Sembilan or the Nine
States. These four units agreed to federate in 1896 for public
services and matters of common interest, and a federal centre
was set up at Kuala Lumpur in Selangor, which was also the
seat of the Federal Council. Siam was persuaded to transfer
her suzerainty over the northern Malay States of Kelantan,
Trengganu, Kedah and Perlis to Britain in 1909, and Johore
in the south voluntarily accepted British protection in 1914.
Although geographically Malaya is a single unit, the
various protected States and the Settlements are intermingled
over the whole peninsula, and this, it might be supposed,
would lead to difficulties in administration. In actual practice,
however, there are no such difficulties. The Governor of
the Malayan Federation and the Governor of Singapore
(though Singapore may later come into the Federation) act
together under a Governor-General whose jurisdiction
extends also to Borneo. Ultimate unity is assured. The
administrative services of the States are centred at Kuala
Lumpur, and the individual rulers deal only with local
affairs in their own territories. The Colonial Service in
Malaya is one body acting under the Governors and the